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[1omame

C OMMON:

The Wilderness
AND/OR HISTORIC:

{2. LOCATION.

STREET ANO NUMBER:

South side of Island Neck Road, 4.8 miles southwest of Trappe
CITY OR TOWN: - CONGRESSIONAL OISTRICK S

Trappe First
STATE

conE |COUNTY: cotE

! Magyland 24 Talbot 011
3. CLASSIFICATION L - ' ‘

i
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS i ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC

[} District K] Building [ Public’ Public Acquisition:
[ Site [} Structure X Private {1 In Process
[ Object ] Both ] Being Considered

Occupied Yes:
] Restricted

7] Unrestricted

Unoccupied

REERE

Preservation work
[opa]
in progress &3 Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Agricultural [} Government [ Park {71 Tronsportation O Comments
[ Commercial [ Industrial [X Privote Residence { ] Other (Specify)
[} Educational [ Military [} Religious
[} Entertainment [ Museum [ Scientific
4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S N AME:

INSTRUCTIONS

Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Ewing

STREET AND NWMBER: Y

NLAlvLS

The Wilderness

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

PUCTAITH

SEE

TOoDFE

Trappe Maxrvland 24
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION i

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Talbot County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CALRHMOD

CIiTY OR TOWN.: STATE

~ YoqrEr

” N
‘1Easton Maryland
[6- REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

YITLE OF SURVFY:

|IDATE OF SURVEY: |71 Federol '} Statre " County P Lecal v

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: T

STREET AND MUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: ‘STATE-

| - N SO 1
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{7. .DescriPTION

(Check One)
[ Excellent [X] Good ("} Fair {”] Deteriorated {7J Ruins [C] Unexposed
CONDITION - -
(Check One) (Check One)
[ Altered [x; Uncltered ] Moved (X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wilderness is situated on a large farm in Talbot County overlooking
the Choptank River. Its construction is attrubuted to two periods, the
smaller two and one half story, four bay long brick structure to the
1780-90 period, and the larger portion to around 1815.

The-walls are laid in Flemish bond and the jack arches of the 1815 por-
tion have reeding around the three pieccs of the stone arches. There are
6/6 sash and louvered shutters at the window. The original dentil cornice
appears intact. There arc three chimney stacks, that on the northwest
gable having double chimneys connected by a curtain wall,with pent be-
tween for access to the roof. There are two dormers on both portions of
the "A'" roof.

Inside the earlier portion, part of the simple woodwork appears original.
This portion of the dwelling also possesses some original 9/6 sash. 1Its
floor plan now consists of two rooms,but may originally have been two
rooms with center stairhall. The 1815 portion has a typical townhouse plan
of the period, with large stair hall having two rooms to the northwest.
Seperating the hall is an elliptical arch having paneled pilasters and
keystone at the top of the arch, the paneling is the same in the window:
jambs. The stair has turned newels, rectangular balusters, and a wave-
like design for the step ends. The chair rail has reeded work in each
of the three rooms, however the mantels are antique Adam replacements.

Recent additions to the house include a porch, partially enclosed, on the i
southwest and a small kitchen on the southeast. During the first part of
this century, the northeast wall of the earlier portion was moved forward
approximately six feet. to create more interior space. At that time the
entire structure was painted white. Adjoining the house are two carly
outbuildings, a smokehouse and dairy. Not too far distant is a dilapidatedl
quarter.
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Ea SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

{J Pre-Columbion: [] 16th Century gd 18th Century (3 20th Century
D 15th Cenfury D 17th Cenrury (;(] 19th Cenfury

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

. in Talbot County. 1In 1683, the Wilderness was surveyed out of the larger
- tract, but it was not until the late eighteenth century that the present

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Aore as Appropriate)

Abor iginal ] Education ] Paliticol [ Urban Planning i
[d Prehistoric {"] Engineering [} Religian/Phi. [} Other (Specity)
T Histaric [7] Industry lasaphy ngle‘lLlS LLQL,'__
{3 Agricutture [T} lnvention I} Science
] Architecture {7] Londscope {_] Sculpture ‘
1 Arr Architectyre {71 Sociol/Human- ‘
. i
] Commerce {71 Literature itarian ;
t
] Communicotions 7] Mititary 1 Theater g
{1 Conservation T i i hronssortation i
1

The most important reason for nominating The Wilderness to the National

Register is the fact that it was the home of Daniel Martin, 20th Governor
of Maryland. The structure is also an important element in the development
of Maryland's domestic architecture.

The land on which the Wilderness stands was originally patented as "Hier
Dier Lloyd" to Edward Lloyd (I) in 1659 and consisted of 3040 acres be-
tween Island Creek, Crosidore Creek and Recad Creek, on the Choptank River

building was constructed. It was during the period when both portions
of the dwelling were constructed (1780 - 1815) that the most important
history occurred.

Nicholas Martin was member of the lower house of Maryland Assembly between
1780 - 1795. He is attributed with the construction of the smaller rortion
of the dwelling on land which he inherited from his father. He was a
Captain-of a company of the 38th Battalion of the Maryland Militia. Upon
his death in 1808 the Wilderness passed to his son Daniel. -

Daniel Martin (1780 - 1831) was educated at St. John's Annapolis in
agriculture to carry on the family plantation. He constructed the larger
Federal style portion of the Wilderness about 1815. In 1816 he married
Mary Clare Maccubbin of Annapolis, Between 1819 - 1821 he was a member
of the Maryland Legislature. In 1828 he was elected twentieth Governor
of Maryland for a term of one year, and again in-1831 he was elected
Governor, but died during his term. His terms were too short for any
major contyibution, but he considered himself a public servant and urged
his legislature to be frugal with public expenditure.
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chirolz, Heinrich Ewald. CGovernor's of Maryland from the Revolution
to 1908. Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins Company, 1908,104-108.
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R L (see continuation sheet)
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDC COORDINATES i
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 !
R o) v
CO‘?NZR? LATITUDE : LONGITUDZE " LOMSITUDZ
Degress Minutes Seconds | Degraes Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes * Seconds | Dagress Minutss. Ssconds
Ny 38° 38 36" 76° 07 67" ° ’ e ' S
NE 38° 38' 29° 76° Q7' 527 . S G S
SE 38° 38" 06~ 76° 08" 12" . R
sy 23 % 28 17°* 756°% 08" 237 . S X .
APPRCXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .
S5—aer v
JLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPl G S S?E OR COQNTY BC')‘UNDAPVlEa
STATE:" - ; cooe | counTY L by R - COOE | - m
. m
STATE: - Sl ! . . - COOE COUNTY: S . COooE
STATE: e . CODE | COUNTY: coog =
) ] o
STATE: e ] L CODE | COUNTY: . . - cooz -
: ":vsv?qaeg £0 .35 =
NAME AND TITLE: .
W1chael Bourne Coordinator for Field Survey : _
ORGANIZATION . DATE . -4
Maryland Historical Trust - : Anr11 201073 -
STREET ANO NUMBEP: . > . o
2525 Riva Road i =
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE .
jnna“ol is ) . Maryland B 24 i

CHATIOMAL G ESISTEAVERIE A TICH

RTIFICATION

SIAISON OF FICER.

As the de's'xgnated State Liaison Ofﬁcér for the Na-
: Hiztoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Pubhc Law

hereby nomma’e this property for inclusion

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

5), 1
in the National Regxbter and certify that it has been
avalusted according tB,the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

. . . . . . Director, Office of Arcﬂeology and Historic Praservstion
lewvzl of s1gn1fxcance of this nomination is: :

rational State XX I.ocal (7]

P;szy{‘: D/LQ 000 /(/((/0(/*’1*4/1/ Date

ATTEST: .
Orlando Ridout, IV

Title State Historic Preservation

Officer for Maryland Keeper of The Naticaal Redister
Tate ‘fl"llst__24_.1()73 i Date

GPO 331-333
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No. 9. Major Bibliographical References continued.

First Census of the United States - 1790 - Maryland, Baltimore.
Geneological Publishing Company, 1965.

White, Frank F., Jr. The Governor's of Maryland. Publication No. 15.
The Hall of Records Commission, Anunapolis, 1970, 91.

Talbot County Land Records.
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